
A-Level Geography Prep!
Below are some suggestions of books, websites, films, podcasts and TV shows 

you could watch to keep up to date with geographical knowledge & help 

prepare you for A Level Geography! 

By September you should have completed and made notes on at least 1 

read OR watch for each unit.

You will be studying the AQA A  Level Specification: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037

COURSE 
BOOKS

(you do not have 
to purchase 
these, many in 
the LRC or 
online)

AQA A Level 

Geography 

Textbook

AQA A Level 

Coursework 

Workbook

The Earth: A 

Very Short 

Introduction

Climate Change: 

A Very Short 

Introduction

Human 
Geography 

Book 

READ WATCH

UNIT 1:

WATER 
AND 

CARBON 
CYCLES

 Reading: Water and Carbon 
Cycling (Royal Geographical 
Society) –
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPa
ges/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=
6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-
9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB

 Reading: Introduction to the 
Carbon Cycle
https://www.khanacademy.o
rg/science/biology/ecology/
biogeochemical-
cycles/a/the-carbon-cycle

 Reading: Introduction to the 
Water Cycle 
https://www.khanacademy.o
rg/science/biology/ecology/
biogeochemical-
cycles/a/the-water-cycle

 Climate emergence feedback 
loops

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h
X8HBiTb65I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ix
h5JMmbuLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m
mHlAzZ7qKw&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H
NqTxBHgC0Y

 Climate Change - The Facts – BBC 
Iplayer

After one of the hottest years on 
record, Sir David Attenborough looks at 
the science of climate change and 
potential solutions to this global threat.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
m00049b1

UNIT 2:

GLACIATION

 Reading: All about Glaciers 
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere
/glaciers - this is a fantastic 
website for starting to get to 
grips with glaciation and 
their impact on the 
landscapes

 Video: Power of the Planet (Ice)
https://www.dailymotion.com/vid
eo/x5aj54i - a GREAT introduction 
to the work we will be doing on 
glaciation in year 12. 

 Seven worlds one planet, 
Antarctica: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/e
pisode/m0009tt8/seven-worlds-
one-planet-series-1-1-antarctica

YEAR 12 UNITS

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-Geography-Fourth-Whittaker/dp/1471858693/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=aqa+a+level+geography+textbook&qid=1585584561&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-Geography-Coursework-Workbook-investigation/dp/1510468773
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Earth-Very-Short-Introduction/dp/B004KMI6C8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=V73JG1I7J417&dchild=1&keywords=the+earth+a+very+short+introduction&qid=1585242544&sprefix=the+earth+a+very+%2Caps%2C189&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Climate-Change-Short-Introduction-Introductions-ebook/dp/B00NQE5RFA/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26SJIRFZQ5OE3&dchild=1&keywords=climate+change+a+very+short+introduction&qid=1585242738&s=books&sprefix=climate+change+a+very+short+introduction%2Cstripbooks%2C176&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Geography-Level-Human-Student-Book/dp/019836654X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=human+geography+textbook+aqa&qid=1585591684&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-carbon-cycle
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-water-cycle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX8HBiTb65I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ixh5JMmbuLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmHlAzZ7qKw&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNqTxBHgC0Y
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/glaciers
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5aj54i
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009tt8/seven-worlds-one-planet-series-1-1-antarctica


READ WATCH

UNIT 3:

CONTEMPORARY 
URBAN 

ENVIRONMENTS

 The growth of world cities, AQA. 
https://www.teachitgeography.co.u
k/attachments/26512/the-growth-
of-world-cities.pdf

 Mumbai Megacity -
http://sisgeographyigcsewiki.mrbge
ography.com/files/mumbai_megacit
y.pdf

 What causes migration to 
cities?: Why are People 
Moving to Cities? Crash 
Course Geography #45 –
YouTube

 Why do cities exist? Why 
Cities Exist - YouTube

 The history of urbanisation: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yKJYXujJ7sU

YEAR 12 UNITS

YEAR 13 UNITS
READ WATCH

UNIT 1:

HAZARDS

 Reading: Plate Tectonics (The 
Geological Society) – this will be a 
good step up from your GCSE work 
to A Level and is definitely worth 
reading / working through 
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-
Tectonics

 USGS Natural Hazards – FAQ
https://www.usgs.gov/faq/natural-
hazards – some excellent reading 
here in bitesize chunks – well worth 
exploring 

 Power of the Planet 
(Volcanoes) 
https://www.dailymotion.c
om/video/x5af4kg

 Hurricane Katrina 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5EHA1idWFdw

 Wildfires
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tWhTdfHQWqs&t=
1s

 Paradise, Camp Fire
(https://www.fire.ca.gov/ou
r-impact/remembering-the-
camp-fire

UNIT 2:

CHANGING 
PLACES

 Interactive: Changing Spaces, 
Making Places – a good story map 
introduction – work your way 
through 
https://focusschoolwilto.maps.arcgi
s.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?ap
pid=f10c512164d0498d8f3bcfad8a
e61d39

 Reading: Changing Spaces- Making 
Places – a good starting point read 
Essential Notes - Changing Places -
AQA Geography A-level.pdf 
(physicsandmathstutor.com)

 How can we define place? 
The Concept of Place | A-
level Geography | AQA, 
OCR, Edexcel – YouTube

 A sense of place: 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=k_LPbi_gqhI

 The importance of place: 
The Important of Place | A-
level Geography | AQA, 
OCR, Edexcel - YouTube

 How to build better cities 
for people: 
https://www.ted.com/talks
/peter_calthorpe_7_princi
ples_for_building_better_c
ities?language=en

https://www.teachitgeography.co.uk/attachments/26512/the-growth-of-world-cities.pdf
http://sisgeographyigcsewiki.mrbgeography.com/files/mumbai_megacity.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ON4oIKza7bw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvAvHjYoLUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKJYXujJ7sU
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics
https://www.usgs.gov/faq/natural-hazards
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EHA1idWFdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWhTdfHQWqs&t=1s
https://www.fire.ca.gov/our-impact/remembering-the-camp-fire
https://focusschoolwilto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f10c512164d0498d8f3bcfad8ae61d39
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Changing-Places/Essential Notes - Changing Places - AQA Geography A-level.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huzwgA9yFbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_LPbi_gqhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iy_gffYnqco&list=PL6zLLAy7lsiZhcbHps7EnqCknW6aYr-Zi&index=3
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_calthorpe_7_principles_for_building_better_cities?language=en


YEAR 13 UNITS

READ WATCH
UNIT 3:

Global Systems 
and 

Governance

 RGS overview of new A-
level subject content
GetFile.aspx (rgs.org)

 Trading blocs - Trading 
blocs
(economicsonline.co.uk)

 Ted Talks: Lets Talk About 
Globalization!
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=IH4gSwAeraQ

 The UN: The United Nations 
Explained: How Does it 
ACTUALLY Work? - TLDR News -
YouTube

FREE ONLINE COURSES

Complete these and get certificates. 
You can talk about them on your 
UCAS forms - they will look amazing 
as well as helping with A Level!

1. https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/n
ature-and-environment-courses - courses 
made by UK Universities for A Level 
students, look great on applications

2. https://unccelearn.org/ - courses made 
by the UN for students, certificates on 
completion!

3. https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitio
ns/young-geographer-of-the-year/ - in 
April you can enter the young 
geographer of the year competition, 
more details TBA.

https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=38d91d2a-9fdd-47ef-97fb-2029038d130f&lang=en-GB#:~:text=The%20topic%20builds%20on%20GCSE%20studies%20on%20development,events%E2%80%99%20such%20as%20natural%20disasters%2C%20wars%20and%20recessions.
https://www.economicsonline.co.uk/global_economics/trading_blocs.html/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH4gSwAeraQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-F7VnSQcg0
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/nature-and-environment-courses
https://unccelearn.org/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/


https://archive.org/account/signup - MILLIONS OF FREE BOOKS CAN BE ACCESSED HERE.

https://archive.org/account/signup

